
Court Asked to
Probe Affairs
Of I ress Club

Show Cause Order Issue»!
After Charges of Mis¬
appropriation of Funds
Are Made in Affidavits

Checks Are Photographed
Active Newspaper Men Have

Long Fought for Reform
Within the Organization

A group of active newspapermen,
who are members of Die New "\ork
Dress Club, yesterday took court action
to put an end to the alleged abuses
existing in the organisation and the
methods of soliciting membership In
the club on a commission basis. The
action took the form of an order to
show cause why there should not be a
thorough and c« mph te inv« stigation by
a Justice of the Supreme Court of all
the club's affairs.

fhis order was signed by Justire Ed
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ward «I, Gavegan end was based upon
a petition signed b} Patrick McEvoy,
«; Selmer Pouguer, August C. Roimor
and Abraham Bneiman, members of
tin« club. The petition in turn was
supported by affidavits sworn to byJohn K. Binus, vice president, and
Alexander A. McCurdy, a trustee of the
organization,

The latter two officers, with William
1 Curtln, another trustee, although
technically made CO defendants, arc on
the side of the pctll loner«;.

Mild Methods Pall
H. Francis Dyruff, of 34 Pino Street,

counsel for the petitioners, in a stale
ment issued immediately after the pa¬
pers were signed, declared:
"My clients feel that this organiza¬tion is of sufficient importance and

dignity among real conscientious news¬
papermen to stand independently uponits own merits, without the use of
methods that can in any way bring re¬
proach upon its management or the
membership body. It is their wish thai
r.o money shall be obtained m any
manner that can in the slightest de¬
gree create suspicion, no matter how
unfounded. Tins attitude they cannot
too emphatically emphasize.
"My clients having been signally un¬

successful, under conditions at pres¬
ent prevailing, in bringing about the
reforms they consider essential bymild methods within tho club Itself,have deemed it necessary for the pro-tection o," tin« club and thai of the
large body among the members who
have its best interests ai heart to seek
relief ami reform through an appeal
to the courts."

It is alleged in the petition that the
New York Press >'¡i¡b misappropri¬ated tunes. This allegation is based,
upon several grounds, among them
b.'wij; tie« allegations that two mem¬
bers were admitted lo life members! pduring the last year for the sum of
$100, in violation of the club by-laws,which provide that $300 is tin« fee for
active life membership.

he moving papers charge that John
J. Wohltman, a member of the club, m

accoijaiice with an alleged agreement
boai 'i of trustees, as i.e. n

engaged in soliciting representation m
a publication to he known as The \<
York Press Club Historj of the World
Vrar on a commission basis, under

Wohltman receives '60 per cent
he monev and '. ne club 40 per .-¦ :.

papers al approximatelySI 15,000 has en coll< cted under this
arrangement during the last two yi

llarding's .Name Used
The exhibits attached to the papers

indicate that employees of Wohltman,in soliciting special associate member¬
ships in the club, capit tl tenta
live acceptance bj President Hard
o b( club's guest of honor at its
forthcoming rnnual dinner in their
rguments to induce prominent citizens

and wealthy foreigners to become mem-
bers of the club

In this connection the papers chargethat on Maren 1 last the club passed
a resolution putting an end to such,solicitation und the commissions paid
for such solicitai ion. A similar reso¬
lution was, passed by the board of trus-

¦;. March 5 last.
The papers then charge that on

March LJ William E. Malone, an em¬
pli yee of John J. Wohltman. solicit, d
and obtained from Manuel Varga

al agent of the Mexican government
in liiis city, a check for $1,000 for as¬
sociate membei hip in the club. Photo¬
graphs of this check nr.il a letter said
to have been written to Señor Var
by John J. Wohltman are attached to
the papers. The letter shows
Señor Vargas also had been inforn

Harding was i.) be a gu< si
o club.

; apers fui hi r al lege that in
¡ember a check for $1,000 was re¬

ceived as a resul o ¡cita¬
tion from a high official of the present
city government for life associate mem-

bership in the club. The affidavits
show that of this sum $600 was paid
to Wohltman and $400 to the club in
violation of the by-laws, which pro., le
that $500 :> he i] ilated fe< for life
membership in the associate class.

Long Dissatisfaction
In the case of Señor Vargas, it is

charged that, after his check had been
ndorsed and presented for payment,

bank on which it was drawn held
up payment pending the clearing up of
a technicality concerning his signature
in the check. After investigation and
on advice of newspaper friends isenor
\ argas then stopped payment.
The court action of yesterday is the

direct result of long pent-up dissatis¬
faction amoiitr the active newspaper
element of the organization, which
came to u head at the last election,
when three of the insurgents John 1!.

nns, William !.. Curtin i.nd Alexan-
'. A. McCurdy wen; elected to office

in the club. The efforts of these three,
together with ihe efforts of the large
faction representing the reform ele¬
ment, to "put an end to the alleged
abuses by action within the club itself
having failed, because of prevailing
conditions, they decided to appeal 3o
the courts.
The other officers and directors of

the club named defendants are: Ed¬
ward Percy Howard, president; Walter
Ë. Warner, financial secretary; Chan-
nine- A. Leidy, treasurer; Lawrence P,

ington, C.Fred Crosby, Oscar Wat-
son, Timothy dormán, Thomas Ford,
John A. Hennessy and George Dobson

¦¦ trustees.

-_,-^Erwin Bergdoll Denied
Freedom in Test Suit
_

Federal Judge, in Attack on

Draft Law. Holds Mail Notice
of Induction Valid

TOPEKA, Kans., April 6. Efforts of
Erwin' Ft. Bergdoll, Philadelphia draft
evader, to obtain his release from the
army disciplinary barracks at Leaven-
w'tvrth wore defeated to-day when Fed¬
eral Judge Pollock, of Kansas City,
Kans., denied Bergdoll's application for
a writ of habeas corpus. The decision
was filed here.
Judge Pollock's decision, in effect,

upholds the draft act. It was the first
rt decision on the particular phase

that induct« d men be notified by mail.
It was said the decision would affect
many cases held in abeyance.

Bergdoll's attorneys had contended
the record did not show that Bergdoll

.i- received personal notice that he
had been drafted. They endeavored

stablish that he could not be a de¬
serter, because ho did not know he had
been inducted into the army.
Judge Pollock held that the draft

board's notice was sufficient and that
it was up to the man drafted to receive
his mail.

Bergdoll was convicted by court-
martial at Port Jay, New York, last
August, and sentenced to four years
in prison. His habeaus corpus pro¬
ceedings wire begun two months ago.

Wood Flays Propagandists
Speaks at San Francisco on Way

to Philippines
SAN FRANCISCO, April 5..Major

General Wood, who arrived here to-day
en route to the i'1 lipp lies said he is
going to the Far East "not particularly
to study the o.uestion of independence
for the Philippines, bul to survey con¬
ditions genei illy in their relation to
the United States."

General Wood addressed a mass

meeting to-night under the auspices of
the American Legion. Prior to the
meeting lie said he and his party "have
been impressed along tin way with the
note of fine loyal Americanism, but
there is some disloyalty left. Patri-

ould be more alert in
wiping out the small groups of propa-

again the government.
"We an« trying to get every ex-

service n.fi, to join the American Le-
gion. Tl '¦ !. .. n is a gi eat force in
thi maintenance of patriotic and loyal
vouditioub«'-

Fists Fly After
AldermanBalks
Einstein Honor

(Contlnimel from flrnt pntliO

spnce? If I had known that I would
not, have opposed recognition."

Falconer Assailed by Critics
Following Alderman Falconer's dec

laration in open board that ho had not
heard of Prof«:.sor Einstein until yes¬terday, Alderman Keller, of Brooklyn,recognized by tho chair, remarked:

"1 move, Mr. Chairman, (luit, tho gentleman bo Invited to attend a class in
a Brooklyn grummar school and listen
to ti brief talk on current events."
"Your political career has ended!"

shouted Alderman August. Ferrand,leader of the Republicans, ns Falconer
was surrounded by lus angry critics
following adjournment.

"14'«- heard a lot of that sort of talk
before," said Falconer. "You said that
after 1 voted against; (lie salary grab
bills."

"I will not let this matter drop!"
shouted Judge Hartman. "Not only
will I bring the matter before tho
people of the city and the intelligent
Jewry, but 1 also will press this out¬
rage in the councils of the Republican
party. 1 am firmly convinced that your
action was prompted by anti-Semitism,
and will not bo satisfied until you
base been retired from public life."

Two Fist Fights Result
A creiwil surged around Falconer fol-

lowing adjournment, and for half an
hour ho was in the middle of a ring
replying to angry accusations, coupled
her«- and there with threats. Two list
fights started e.n the outer fringe of tin-
ring, and «.ne of the combatants was
chased out of !ho Aldermanic Chamber
and down a siibí" stairs.

Mr. Falconer, after the near-riot
had somewhat cooled down, said:
"The nanu- of Einstein and that of

Weit /.mann in the City of Now Lurk
are common eines. In th«- running de¬
bate «lid not hear who the special Mr,

tein was, If any one in my hear-
said that it was Professor Ein¬

stein, the scientist, who wris to be
honored I would not have objected. In
Fact, I should have voted in favor e>f
the honor for him.
"As to Professor Weitzmann, with

nil due respect to that gentleman, win«
may be altogether worthy, I had not
heard of his name before, and I felt
that further consideration of the mat¬
ter of honoring him was warranted.
My own conception of bestowin
freedom of the city on men and women
is that it should bo considered the
greatest public honor within the gift
of the City of New York, the greatest

;. ¡n the world.
"] do not like- to see the honor cheap¬

ened by extending the freedom of the
city without coi ¡deration. In say¬
ing this 1 am not casting reflection em

gi ñtleman whose name was up for
to- day. They doubtless

-.re worthy of special honor, but there
could be i!" p« ssible harm in permit¬
ting the resolution to go over for a

week."
Asks Hartman for .Memorandum

Judge Hartman, when seen after tho
squabble, said:

"1 explained to Falconer that Ein¬
st« n was the gvi ienl and thai
( e V'.'. Wickersham, a few hours

¡n the Mayor's office, had de¬
clared that he wa the gi eate
scientist since Co] and all the
reply that this man Falconer could
give me wns that he would be glad it'

would write out memorandum
about Einstein and Weitzmann for him
to read. A mi ora ndum! My !od!
What do you know about that! Ai
memorandui

in his letter to Mayor Hylan asking
for the calling of a special meeting
of the Aide!!!.«.a to honor the Zionists
1' reside] t La Guardia said that the]
Alderman who objected apparently did
not "understand the purpose and pur-1

port" of the freodom-of-tho-city reso¬

lution. The special meeting of the
board is called for L;30 o'clock on

Friday.
Weitzmnn and Einstein
Are Received by Hylan

Mayor Praises New York Jews"
Share in War and Purposes
of the Zionist Movement
The Zionist committee, headed by

Professor Chalm Weltztnan, president
of the World Zionist Organization, was

received formally yesterday mornÍ33«.c
by Mayor Hylan ¡n his office at City
Hall. Accompanying Professor Weitz-
man were Professor Albort Einstein,
discoverer of the theory of relativity,
and Mendel Ussichkin and Or. Ben Zion
Mossenson.
When the members of the committee

arrivd at. City Hall they were cheered
by more than 5,000 -lews who thronged
City Hall Park. The crowd waved the
Stars and Stripes and Ihe Zionist flag
of blue, and white with the six-pointed
star of David.

Magistrate Bernnrd A. Rosenblatt,
chairman of the Mayor's Citizens' Com¬
mittee of Welcome, presented Pro¬
fessor Weitzman to the Mayor. He
spoke of him as a "man whom tin«
vast, majority o{ our people are proud
to call the typical great Jew great in
his life struggle, greater in his achieve¬
ments, greatest, in (lie cause which he

p ent a as the leader.''
The Mayor, in reply, said:
"As Mayor of this city, which is the

horn.- of more than one-third of all

the Jews in America, I glndly join In
folicltatlng those who have already ac¬
complished so much toward the res

toration of Palestine. The success thus
far achlevod may b«> regarded as a
happy augury that continued endeavor
will result in the final nnel complete
attainment of the hopo and aspirations
of the Zionist, organization.
"May I say l«> Dr. Weitzmnn and

Professor Einstein that in New York
City we point with pride to the courage
and fidelity e>f our Jewish population,
demonstrated so unmistakably m the
World War? The 77th Division of the
American Army was composed entirely
of New York City men, of whom more
than 80 per cent, were of Hebrew ex¬
traction. This eliviaion has taken its
place in our historical annals as a

body of soldiers with a battle record
unsurpassed for valor nnel the accom¬
plishment of the most exacting tasks.

"These Boldiers fought for tho pre¬
servation of democracy and the relief
of oppressed peoples, which wer«!

t.inong th«> acknowledged purposes of
America's entrance into the war. No
American, therefore, who approves of
tin' altruistic purposes e>f our partici¬
pation in the; weirld conflict, or who be¬
lieves in the principles upon which our

government is founeleid can fail to sym¬
pathize with the aspirations of the
Jews for the right to enjoy liberty and
equality under beneficent institutions
in the land of their fathers."

Einstein Heirloom Lost
Mrs. Einstein, wife of Professor Al¬

bert, Einstein, lost a gold lorgnette with
a chain attached while attending the
reception for her husband and his
party at the City Hall yesterday. The
lorgnette is an heirloom in her family,
having been given to her by her grand¬
father. The finder is requested to re¬
turn it to Justice Gustavo Hartman
at the City Court.
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(r. A. K. Head Criticized
For Reference to Irish

_____________

Forty MaHHtM'huHCttH Le-^islalors
.Sijcn Statement KcHcntinp;

IMiraHf in AildrrHH
ROSTON, April B..References to

"Iriflh-ArnorienriH," made by William
A. Kotcham, of Indianapolis, com¬
mander in chief of tho (¿rand Army of
tho Republic, In an address to tho
state House of Representatives to-day,
resulted In the Binning by more than
forty members of tho Legislature of a

statement expressing resentment at
this remark. Mr. Kotcham, who camo
here to attend the Massachusetts G.
A. ft. encampment, in his address urged
the legislators to see that "what was

won on the battlefields of Franco is
not lost in this country."
"Wo do not want German-Americans.

Irish-Americans, or Russian-Ameri¬
cans," he said, "but: just plain every-

ûl^zevdlon Irères
FOX SKINS

A great variety at a win*« ranga
of prices all from our own

trading posts.
FUR STORAGE
Call 0360 Circle

5th Avenue at 53d Street, New York

day Americans," adding that he was
c mscious that he was speaking fn »

city in which there -xere more Irish¬
men than in Dublin.
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